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LESSON 9. The shepherd’s daughter

1. Play the game in pairs. Think of a job. Let your partner guess 
your job by asking you Yes / No questions from the list below.

Do you work inside? Do you work outside? Do you wear a 
uniform? Do you have to work long hours? Do you have to deal 
with people? Do you have to deal with things in your job? Do 
you work alone? Do you have to use your hands? Do you make 
things? Is it a skilled job? Do you need to drive? Do you need to 
get dirty? Is your job well paid? Is your job badly paid? Do you 
have to have qualifications for your job? 

You can answer in the following way: 

Yes, always
usually
often
sometimes

No, never
hardly ever
not usually

I don’t know
I’m not sure

2. a) Would you rather like to be a writer, a shepherd, a weaver or a 
king? Why?

b) Is it important to learn a craft?

Communicative area: inferring meaning from context; 
discussing the benefi ts of having a skill
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3.   Listen to the story. Follow in the book. Can you think of a 
moral to the story?

The shepherd’s daughter

After William Saroyan

It is the opinion of my grandmother, God bless her, that all 
men should labour, and at the table, a moment ago she said to 
me: You must learn to do some good work, the making of some 
item useful to man, something out of clay, or out of wood, or 
metal, or cloth. It is not proper for a young man to be ignorant 
of an honourable craft. Is there anything you can make? Can you 
make a simple table, a chair, a plain dish, a coffee pot? Is there 
anything you can do? 

And my grandmother looked at me with anger.
I know, she said, you are supposed to be a writer, and I 

suppose you are, but you must learn to make solid things, things 
that can be used, that can be seen and touched.

There was a king of the Persians, said my grandmother, and 
he had a son, and this son fell in love with a shepherd’s daughter. 
He went to his father and he said, My Lord, I love a shepherd’s 
daughter, I would have her for my wife. And the king said, I am 
king and you are my son, and when I die you shall be king, how 
can it be that you would marry the daughter of a shepherd? And 
the son said, My Lord, I do not know but I know that I love this 
girl and would have her for my queen.

The king saw that his son’s love for the girl was from the 
God, and he said, I will send a message to her. And he called a 
messenger to him and he said, Go to the shepherd’s daughter and 
say that my son loves her and would have her for his wife. And 
the messenger went to the girl and he said, The king’s son loves 
you and would have you for his wife. And the girl said, What 
labour does he do? And the messenger said, Why, he is the son 
of the king; he does no labour. And the girl said, he must learn 
to do some labour. And the messenger returned to the king and 
spoke the words of the shepherd’s daughter.

The king said to his son, The shepherd’s daughter wished you 
to learn some craft. Would you still have her for your wife? And 
the son said, Yes, I will learn to weave straw rugs. And the boy 
was taught to weave rugs of straw, in patterns and in colours 
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and with ornamental designs, and at the end of three days he was 
making very fine straw rugs, and the messenger returned to the 
shepherd’s daughter, and he said, These rugs of straw are of the 
work of the king’s son.

And the girl went with the messenger to the king’s palace, 
and she became the wife of the king’s son.

One day, said my grandmother, the king’s son was walking 
through the streets of Baghdad, and he came upon an eating 
place which was so clean and cool that he entered it and sat at the 
table. This place, said my grandmother, was a place of thieves 
and murderers, and they took the king’s son and placed him in 
a large dungeon where many great men of the city were being 
held, and the thieves and murderers were killing the fattest of 
the men and feeding them to the leanest of them, and making a 
sport of it. The king’s son was of the leanest of the men, and it 
was not known that he was the son of the king of the Persians, so 
his life was spared, and he said to the thieves and murderers, I 
am a weaver of straw rugs and these rugs have great value. And 
they brought him straw and asked him to weave and in three 
days he weaved three rugs, and he said, Carry these rugs to the 
palace of the king of the Persians, and for each rug he will give 
you a hundred gold pieces of money. And the rugs were carried 
to the palace of the king, and when the king saw the rugs, he 
saw that they were the work of his son and he took the rugs to 
the shepherd’s daughter and he said, These rugs were brought 
to the palace and they are the work of my son who is lost. And 
the shepherd’s daughter took each rug and looked at it closely 
and in the design of each rug she saw in the written language of 
the Persians a message from her husband, and she related this 
message to the king.

And the king, said my grandmother, sent many soldiers to 
the place of the thieves and murderers, and the soldiers rescued 
all the captives and killed all the thieves and murderers, and the 
king’s son was returned safely to the palace of his father, and the 
company of his wife, the little shepherd’s daughter. And when 
the boy went into the palace and saw again his wife, he humbled 
himself before her and he embraced her feet, and he said, My 
love, it is because of you that I am alive, and the king was greatly 
pleased with the shepherd’s daughter.

Now, said my grandmother, do you see why every man should 
learn an honourable craft?
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I see very clearly, I said, and as soon as I earn enough money 

to buy a saw and a hammer and a piece of lumber I shall do my 
best to make a simple chair or a shelf for books.

4. Answer the questions.

1. Who tells the story? 2. Why is the author’s grandmother 
angry with him? 3. What argument does she use to demonstrate 
that she is right? 4. Who did the king’s son want to marry? 
5. On what condition did the girl agree to marry him? 6. What 
craft did the young man learn? 7. How did the king’s son get into 
trouble? 8. Why wasn’t he killed immediately? 9. What saved 
him from death? 10. Why did he thank the shepherd’s daughter?

5. Discuss with your partner. 

1. What skill do you have? 
2. Do you wish you had learnt any labour? 
3. Who can give you advice on how to behave in life? 

1   Write about your future career. Your composition should 
include reasons for choosing the job, your assessment of the 
advantages and disadvantages of the job, your career plans, etc. 
Use the following linkers: 

2  Hang up your compositions around the classroom. Take time to 
read all of them. Vote for the best composition. Take both content 
and form into consideration. 

MY FUTURE JOB
(COMPOSITION)

moreover, on the one hand … on the other hand, however, but, 
also, in conclusion, fi rstly, secondly, etc. 

Ex. 1a, page 33. 1. Knocker-uppers used to wake up people on 
time for their job. 2. Switchboard operators connected long-distance 
calls and other telephone network operations. 3. Ice cutters would saw 
up the ice on frozen lakes for people to use in their cellars.

Ex. 2a, page 42. Jobs in numbers 2, 6, 7, 9 don’t exist.
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